
Ethnic Conflict:
Why Can’t We
All Get Along?

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. saw love, as defined
by Jesus Christ, as the only means by which
people will be able to fully live in harmony with
each other.

Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. If you love
those who love you, what credit is that to you?
But love your enemies, and do good and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and selfish.”

This was the heart of Dr. King’s leadership:
“Jesus is eternally right. History is replete with
the bleached bones of nations that refused to
listen to him. May we in the twentieth century
hear and follow his words—before it is too late.
May we solemnly realize that we shall never be
true sons of our heavenly Father until we love
our enemies and pray for those who persecute
us.”

“Love,” Dr. King said, “is the only force ca-
pable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”*

*quotes taken from Strength to Love; emphasis added
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Where does a person find the
strength to love? See the fea-
ture article “Let’s Give the
Dream New Life” on the Web at
www.EveryStudent.com.


