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A Safe Place to Explore Questions about Life and God

1. Is There a God?
2. Who is God?

3. Where is God in the
Midst of Tragedy?
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1. Is There a God?

Does God exist? Here are six straightforward
reasons to believe that God is really there.

Just once wouldn’t you love for someone to simply show you the evi-
dence for God’s existence? No arm-twisting. No statements of, “You just
have to believe.” Well, here is an attempt to candidly offer some of the
reasons which suggest that God exists.

But first consider this. When it comes to the possibility of God’s exis-
tence, the Bible says that there are people who have seen sufficient
evidence, but they have suppressed the truth about God.' On the other
hand, for those who want to know God if he is there, he says, “You will
seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your heart, | will be
found by you.”

Before you look at the facts surrounding his existence, ask yourself, /f
God does exist, would | want to know him? Here then, are some reasons
to consider...

#1: The complexity of our planet points to a
deliberate Designer who not only created our
universe, but sustains it today.

Many examples showing God'’s design could be given, possibly with no
end. But here are a few:

The Earth...its size is perfect. The Earth’s size and corresponding gravity

holds a thin layer of mostly nitrogen and oxygen gases, only extend-
ing about 50 miles above the Earth’s surface. If Earth were smaller, an

www.everystudent.com 2 © EveryStudent.com



atmosphere would be impossible, like the planet Mercury. If Earth were
larger, its atmosphere would contain free hydrogen, like Jupiter.® Earth is
the only known planet equipped with an atmosphere of the right mixture
of gases to sustain plant, animal and human life.

The Earth is located the right distance from the
Sun. Picture a typical front door of a house. If
the Sun were at the top of the door frame, the
Earth would be like a small coin sitting on the
bottom door frame.*

Consider the temperature swings we encoun-
ter, roughly -30 degrees to +120 degrees. If
the Earth were any further away from the sun,
we would all freeze. Any closer and we would
burn up. Even a fractional variance in the Earth’s position to the sun
would make life on Earth impossible.

The Earth remains this perfect distance from the sun while it rotates
around the sun at a speed of nearly 67,000 mph. It is also rotating on its
axis, allowing the entire surface of the Earth to be properly warmed and
cooled every day.

And our Moon is the perfect size and distance from the Earth for its
gravitational pull. The Moon creates important ocean tides and move-
ment so ocean waters do not stagnate, and yet our massive oceans are
restrained from spilling over across the continents.®

Water...colorless, odorless and without taste,
and yet no living thing can survive without it.
Plants, animals and human beings consist
mostly of water (about two-thirds of the human
body is water). You’ll see why the characteris-
tics of water are uniquely suited to life:

It has wide margin between its boiling point
and freezing point. Water allows us to live in
an environment of fluctuating temperature

changes, while keeping our bodies a steady 98.6 degrees.

Water is a universal solvent allowing various chemicals, minerals and
nutrients to easily dissolve and be carried throughout our bodies and into
the smallest blood vessels.®
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Water is also chemically neutral. Without affecting the makeup of the
substances it carries, water enables food, medicines and minerals to be
absorbed and used by the body.

Water has a unique surface tension. Water in plants can therefore flow
upward against gravity, bringing life-giving water and nutrients to the top
of even the tallest trees.

Water freezes from the top down and floats, so fish can live in the winter.

Ninety-seven percent of the Earth’s water is
in the oceans. But on our Earth, there is a
system which removes salt from the water
and then distributes that water throughout the
globe. Evaporation takes the ocean waters,
leaving the salt, and forms clouds which are
easily moved by the wind to disperse water
over the land, for vegetation, animals and
people. It is a system of purification and sup-
ply that sustains life on this planet, a system of
recycled and reused water.”

The human brain...simultaneously processes an amazing amount of
information. Your brain takes in all the colors and objects you see, the
temperature around you, the pressure of your feet against the floor, the
sounds around you, the dryness of your mouth, the texture of your mo-
bile device. Your brain holds and processes all your emotions, thoughts
and memories. At the same time your brain keeps track of the ongoing
functions of your body like your breathing pattern, eyelid movement,
hunger and movement of the muscles in your hands.

The human brain processes more than a mil-
lion messages a second.® Your brain weighs
the importance of all this data, filtering out the
relatively unimportant. This screening func-
tion is what allows you to focus and operate
effectively in your world. The brain functions
differently than other organs. There is an intel-
ligence to it, the ability to reason, to produce
feelings, to dream and plan, to take action,
and relate to other people.

The eye...can distinguish among seven million colors. It has automatic
focusing and handles an astounding 1.5 million messages -- simulta-
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neously.® Evolution focuses on mutations and changes from and within
existing organisms. Yet evolution alone does not fully explain the initial
source of the eye or the brain -- the start of living organisms from nonliv-
ing matter.

#2: The universe had a start - what caused it?

Scientists are convinced that our universe
began with one enormous explosion of energy
and light, which we now call the Big Bang.
This was the singular start to everything that
exists: the beginning of the universe, the start
of space, and even the initial start of time
itself.

Astrophysicist Robert Jastrow, a self-described
agnostic, stated, “The seed of everything that
has happened in the Universe was planted in that first instant; every star,
every planet and every living creature in the Universe came into being
as a result of events that were set in motion in the moment of the cosmic
explosion...The Universe flashed into being, and we cannot find out what
caused that to happen.”°

Steven Weinberg, a Nobel laureate in Physics, said at the moment of this
explosion, “the universe was about a hundred thousands million degrees
Centigrade...and the universe was filled with light.”"!

The universe has not always existed. It had a start...what caused that?
Scientists have no explanation for the sudden explosion of light and mat-
ter.

#3: The universe operates by uniform laws of
nature. Why does it?

Much of life may seem uncertain, but look at what we can count on day
after day: gravity remains consistent, a hot cup of coffee left on a counter

will cool, the earth rotates in the same 24 hours, and the speed of light
doesn’t change -- on earth or in galaxies far from us.

All of the sciences--molecular biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy,
etc.--hinge on the consistent laws of nature.
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Dr. Emily Baldwin commented, “One of the most important numbers in
physics, the proton-electron mass ratio, is the same in a galaxy six billion
light years away as it is here on Earth...”"?

How is it that we can identify laws of nature
that never change? Why is the universe so
orderly, so reliable?

“The greatest scientists have been struck by
how strange this is. There is no logical neces-
sity for a universe that obeys rules, let alone
one that abides by the rules of mathematics.
This astonishment springs from the recogni-
tion that the universe doesn’t have to behave
this way. It is easy to imagine a universe in which conditions change
unpredictably from instant to instant, or even a universe in which things
pop in and out of existence.”®

Physicist Paul C. Davies, comments, “...to be a scientist, you had to
have faith that the universe is governed by dependable, immutable, ab-
solute, universal, mathematical laws...""*

All of our ability to discover, solve problems, create is made possible by
the orderly laws of the universe that never change and can be measured
with precision.

Richard Feynman, a Nobel Prize winner for quantum electrodynamics,
said, “Why nature is mathematical is a mystery...The fact that there are
rules at all is a kind of miracle.”®

#4: A Divine Programmer. DNA informs,
programs a cell’s behavior.

All instruction, all teaching, all training comes with intent. Someone who
writes an instruction manual does so with purpose. Did you know that
in every cell of our bodies there exists a very detailed instruction code,
much like a miniature computer program?

There is no program without a programmer.

As you may know, a computer program is made up of ones and zeros,
like this: 110010101011000. The way they are arranged tell the computer
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program what to do. The DNA code in each
of our cells is very similar. It's made up of four
chemical units, called nucleotide bases, that
scientists abbreviate as A, T, G, and C. These
are arranged in the human cell like this: CGT-
GTGACTCGCTCCTGAT and so on. There
are three billion pairs of these letters in every
human cell.'s®

Well, just like you can program your phone

to sound for specific reasons, DNA instructs the cell. DNA is a complex,
arranged program telling the cell to act in a certain way. It is a full instruc-
tion manual.'®

Why is this so amazing? One has to ask....
how did this information program wind up in
each human cell? These are not just chemi-
cals. These are chemicals that instruct, that
code in a very detailed way exactly how the
person’s body should function.

Natural, biological causes are completely lack-
ing as an explanation when programmed infor-
mation is involved. You cannot find instruction,
precise information like this, without someone intentionally constructing
it.

#5: God pursues us. He is constantly initiating
and seeking for us to come to him.

| was an atheist at one time. And like many atheists, the issue of people
believing in God bothered me greatly. What is it about atheists that we
would spend so much time, attention, and energy refuting something that
we don'’t believe even exists?! What causes us to do that?

When | was an atheist, | attributed my intentions as caring for those poor,
delusional people...to help them realize their hope was completely ill-
founded. To be honest, | also had another motive. As | challenged those
who believed in God, | was deeply curious to see if they could convince
me otherwise. Part of my quest was to become free from the question of
God. If | could conclusively prove to believers that they were wrong, then
the issue is off the table, and | would be free to go about my life.
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| didn’t realize that the reason the topic of God weighed so heavily on
my mind, was because God was pressing the issue. | have come to find
out that God wants to be known. He created us with the intention that we
would know him. He has surrounded us with evidence of himself and he
keeps the question of his existence squarely before us.

It was as if | couldn’t escape thinking about
the possibility of God. In fact, the day | chose
to acknowledge God’s existence, my prayer
began with, “Ok, you win...” It might be that
the underlying reason atheists are bothered
by people believing in God is because God is
actively pursuing them.

| am not the only one who has experienced .

this. Malcolm Muggeridge, socialist and philo-

sophical author, wrote, “I had a notion that somehow, besides questing, |
was being pursued.” C.S. Lewis said he remembered, “...night after night,
feeling whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the
steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom | so earnestly desired not to
meet. | gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed:
perhaps, that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all of
England.”

Lewis went on to write a book titled, “Surprised by Joy” as a result of
knowing God. | too had no expectations other than rightfully admit-
ting God’s existence. Yet over the following several months, | became
amazed by his love for me.

#6: God has revealed himself to us, in detail.

Jesus Christ (God in human form) shows us God’s compassion, truth
and power.

Why Jesus? Look throughout the major world religions and you'll find
that Buddha, Muhammad, Confucius and Moses all identified themselves
as teachers or prophets. None of them ever claimed to be equal to God.
Surprisingly, Jesus did. That is what sets Jesus apart from all the others.
He said God exists and you’re looking at him.

Though he talked about his Father in heaven, it was not from the position
of separation, but of very close union, unique to all humankind. Jesus
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said that anyone who had seen Him had seen the Father, anyone who
believed in him, believed in the Father.

He said, “l am the light of the world, he who
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”"” He claimed attributes
belonging only to God: to be able to forgive
people of their sin, free them from habits of
sin, give people a more abundant life and give
them eternal life in heaven.

Unlike other teachers who focused people on
their words, Jesus pointed people to himself.
He did not say, “follow my words and you will find truth.” He said, “l am
the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but through
me.”8

What proof did Jesus give for claiming to be divine? He
did what people can’t do. Jesus performed miracles. He healed people...
blind, crippled, deaf, even raised a couple of people from the dead. He
had power over objects...created food out of thin air, enough to feed
crowds of several thousand people.

He performed miracles over nature...walked on top of a lake, command-
ing a raging storm to stop for some friends. People everywhere followed
Jesus, because he constantly met their needs, doing the miraculous. He
said if you do not want to believe what I'm telling you, you should at least
believe in me based on the miracles you're seeing.®

Jesus Christ showed God to be gentle, loving, aware of our self-cen-
teredness and shortcomings, yet deeply wanting a relationship with us.
Jesus revealed that although he views us as sinners, worthy of his pun-
ishment, his love for us ruled and he came up with a different plan.

God himself took on the form of man and accepted the punishment

for our sin on our behalf. Sounds ludicrous? Perhaps, but many loving
fathers would gladly trade places with their child in a cancer ward if they
could. The Bible says that the reason we would love God is because he
first loved us.

Jesus died in our place so we could be forgiven. Of all the religions
known to humanity, only through Jesus will you see God reaching toward
humanity, providing a way for us to have a relationship with him. Jesus
proves a divine heart of love, meeting our needs, drawing us to himself.
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Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us a new life today.
We can be forgiven, fully accepted by God and genuinely loved by God.
He says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love, therefore | have
continued my faithfulness to you.”® This is God, in action.

Does God exist? If you want to know, inves-
tigate Jesus Christ. We're told that “God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life.”*!

God does not force us to believe in him,
though he could. Instead, he has provided suf-
ficient proof of his existence for us to willingly
respond to him. The earth’s perfect distance
from the sun, the unique properties of water, the human brain, DNA, the
number of people who attest to knowing God, the gnawing in our hearts
and minds to determine if God is there, the willingness for God to be
known through Jesus Christ. If you need to know more about Jesus and
reasons to believe in him, please see: \Why Jesus is God. (https://www.
everystudent.com/features/is-jesus-god.html)

Personal Evidence for God: If you want to begin
a relationship with God now, you can.

This is your decision, no coercion here. But if you want to be forgiven by
God and come into a relationship with him, you can do so right now by
asking him to forgive you and come into your life. Jesus said, “Behold, |
stand at the door [of your heart] and knock. He who hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come into him [or her].”?

If you want to do this, but aren’t sure how to put it into words, this may
help: “Jesus, thank you for dying for my sins. You know my life and that |
need to be forgiven. | ask you to forgive me right now and come into my
life. | want to know you in a real way. Come into my life now. Thank you
that you wanted a relationship with me. Amen.”

God views your relationship with him as permanent. Referring to all those
who believe in him, Jesus Christ said of us, “I| know them, and they follow
me; and | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one
shall snatch them out of my hand.”®
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To grow in your relationship with God, please go to StartingwithGod.
com.

[Article by Marilyn Adamson]

Footnotes: (1) Romans 1:19-21 (2) Jeremiah 29:13-14 (3) R.E.D. Clark, Cre-
ation (London: Tyndale Press, 1946), p. 20 (4) https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/
solar-system/sun/overview/ (5) The Wonders of God’s Creation, Moody Institute
of Science (Chicago, IL) (6) Ibid. (7) Ibid. (8) Ibid. (9) Hugh Davson, Physiology
of the Eye, 5th ed (New York: McGraw Hill, 1991) (10) Robert Jastrow; “Message
from Professor Robert Jastrow”; LeaderU.com; 2002. (11) Steven Weinberg;

The First Three Minutes: A Modern View of the Origin of the Universe; (Basic
Books,1988); p 5. (12) Dr. Emily Baldwin; “Earth’s Laws Still Apply in Distant Uni-
verse”; AstronomyNow.com; June, 2008. (13) Dinesh D’Souza, What’s So Great
about Christianity; (Regnery Publishing, Inc, 2007, chapter 11). (14) Paul C. Da-
vies, physicist, cosmologist, astrobiologist, at Arizona State University; quoted in
edge.org/3rd_culture/davies07/davies07_index.html. (15) Richard Feynman, The
Meaning of It All: Thoughts of a Citizen-Scientist (New York: BasicBooks, 1998),
43. (15b) https://www.genome.gov/human-genome-project/Completion-FAQ (16)
Francis S. Collins, director of the Human Genome Project, and author of The
Language of God, (Free Press, New York, NY), 2006 (17) John 8:12 (18) John
14:6 (19) John 14:11 (20) Jeremiah 31:3 (21) John 3:16 (22) Revelation 3:20 (23)
John 10:27-29
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2. Who is God?

Who is God? What is He like? Seven personality
traits of God...

God loves us and has chosen to reveal his nature, his thoughts, his heart
to us. Here are seven characteristics of God that we can count on.

Who is God? He is Knowable.

God, who created the universe in all of its
magnitude and creative details, is not hidden.
He need not be distant, aloof. Somewhere “out
there.” Instead, he welcomes us into a rela-
tionship, so that we can get to know him in a
personal way, as we might a close friend.

Not only can we know about him, we can
know him, intimately.

“I am the good Shepherd. | know my own and my own know
me...My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me. | give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no
one will snatch them out of my hand.”

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom
or the strong man boast of his strength

or the rich man boast of his riches,

but let him who boasts boast about this:
that he understands and knows me,
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that | am the Lord, who exercises kindness,
justice and righteousness on earth,
for in these | delight,” declares the Lord.?

Who is God? He is Welcoming.

God invites us to talk to him and bring to him what concerns us. We don’t
have to get our act together first. Neither do we need to be polite, theo-
logically correct or holy. It is his nature to be loving and accepting when
we go to him.

“The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.”

“Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.™

What is God like? He is Creative.

Everything we make is put together with existing materials or built on pre-
vious thoughts. God has the capacity of speaking things into existence,
not just galaxies and life forms, but solutions to today’s problems. God is
creative, for us. His power is something he wants us to be aware of and
to rely on.

“Great is our Lord and mighty in power;
his understanding has no limit.”

“...where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.”®

Who is God? He is Forgiving.

We sin. We tend to do things our way instead of God’s way. And God
sees it and knows it. God does not merely overlook such sin, but is
prepared to judge and condemn people for their sin. However, God is
forgiving and will forgive us from the moment we begin a relationship with
him. Jesus, the Son of God, paid for our sin with his death on a cross. He
rose from the dead and offers us this forgiveness.
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“We are made right in God’s sight when we trust in Jesus Christ
to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way,
no matter who we are or what we have done... We are made
right with God when we believe that Jesus shed his blood, sacri-
ficing his life for us.”

Who is God? He is Honest.

What he says, we can trust. What he promises, can be counted on.
When God promises us forgiveness, eternal life, a relationship with him-
self...we can believe. God is telling the truth. Jesus emphasized this by
the many times he said, “Truly, | say to you...” What God reveals about
himself and about how to live on this earth is reliable information. More
sure than our feelings, thoughts, and limited perception, God is totally
accurate and honest in what he says. Every promise he makes to us can
be trusted, he means it. We can take him at his word.

“The unfolding of your words gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.”®

“The word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who
take refuge in him.”®

Who is God? He is Capable.

How would you like to be always 100% right, about everything? God is.
His wisdom is unlimited. He understands all the elements of a situation,
including the history and future events related to it. We do not have to
update him, counsel him or persuade him to do the right thing. He will,
because he is capable and his motives are pure. If we trust him, he will
never make a mistake, never undercut us or deceive us. He can be fully
trusted to do what is right, in all circumstances, at all times.

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall | fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?”'°

“No one whose hope is in you
will ever be put to shame...”"
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Who is God? He is Kind and Loving.

In many of our relationships, love is conditional. “I love you if you think/
behave a certain way.” Or “| love you because of these qualities in your
life.” As long as you live up to these you’re loved, you're accepted. It's
based on what you do.

God’s love is quite unique. It is unconditional, without requirements.

He loves us, not based on whether we deserve his love. He loves us
because it’s his nature to love. He describes his love as faithful, unfad-
ing, unchanging and personal. God does not just promise he loves us,
he proved it when Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sin. He deeply
desires for us to know him and experience his love.

“God showed how much he loved us by sending is one and only
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.
This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son to take away our sins.”'2

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? For | am sure
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”*®

This is who God tells us he is. You can begin a relationship with God
today. Please go to EveryStudent.com and search: How to Know God
Personally.

Footnotes: (1) John 10:14,27,28 (2) Jeremiah 9:23,24 (3) Psalms 145:18 (4)
Matthew 11:28 (5) Psalms 147:5 (6) Psalms 121:1,2 (7) Romans 3:22,25 (8)

Psalms 119:130,105 (9) 2Sam 22:31 (10) Psalms 27:1 (11) Psalms 25:3 (12)
1John 4:9,10 (13) Rom 8:35, 37-39
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3. Where is God in the Midst
of Tragedy?

Ever ask, “God where are you?” What exactly
can you count on God for?

To what degree can we rely on God to help us? Is He really someone we
can turn to at all...in times of crisis as well as times of calm?

Who is God?

God is the Creator of the universe who yearns for us to know Him. That
is why we are all here. It is His desire that we rely on and experience His
strength, love, justice, holiness and compassion. So He says to all who
are willing, “Come to Me.”

Unlike us, God knows what will happen tomorrow, next week, next year,
the next decade. He says, “l am God, and there is no one like me, de-
claring the end from the beginning.”" He knows what will happen in the
world. More importantly, He knows what will occur in your life and can

be there for you, if you’ve chosen to include Him in your life. He tells us
that He can be “our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of
trouble.”? But we must make a sincere effort to seek Him. He says, “you
will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”

Where Is God in Difficult Times?

That doesn’t mean that those who know God will escape difficult times.
They won’t. When wars or rampant disease cause suffering and death,
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those who know God will be involved in that suffering also. But there

is a peace and a strength that God’s presence gives. One follower of
Jesus Christ put it this way: “We are hard pressed on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed.™ Reality tells
us that we will experience problems in life.
However, if we go through them while know-
ing God, we can react to them with a different
perspective and with a strength that is not
our own. No problem has the capacity to be
insurmountable to God. He is bigger than all
the problems that can hit us, and we are not
left alone to deal with them.

God’s Word tells us, “The Lord is good, a

refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.” And,
“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He
fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves
them.”®

Jesus Christ told His followers these comforting words: “Are not two
sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows.” If
you truly turn to God, He will care for you as no one else does, and in a
way that no one else can.

God and Our Free Will

God has created humanity with the ability to choose. This means that

we are not forced into a relationship with Him. He allows us to reject Him
and to commit other evil acts as well. He could force us to be loving. He
could force us to be good. But then what kind of relationship would we
have with Him? It would not be a relationship at all, but a forced, abso-
lutely controlled obedience. Instead He gave us the human dignity of free
will.

Naturally, we cry from the depths of our souls...“But God, how could You
let something of this magnitude happen?”

How would we want God to act? Do we want Him to control the actions

of people? In the case of dealing with a terrorist attack, what could pos-
sibly be an acceptable number of deaths for God to allow?! Would we
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feel better if God allowed only the murder of hundreds? Would we rather
God allowed only the death of one person? Yet if God would prevent

the murder of even one person, there is no longer freedom to choose.
People choose to ignore God, to defy God, to go their own way and com-
mit horrible acts against others.

This planet is not a safe place. Someone
might shoot us. Or we might be hit by a car.
Or we might have to jump from a building at-
tacked by terrorists. Or any number of things
that might happen to us in this harsh environ-
ment called Earth, the place where God’s will
is not always followed. Yet, God is not at the
mercy of people, but the other way around.
We are at His mercy, fortunately. This is God
who created the universe with its uncountable
stars, simply by speaking the words, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the sky.”® This is God who says He “reigns over the nations.™ He is
unlimited in power and wisdom. Though problems seem insurmountable
to us, we have an incredibly capable God who reminds us, “Behold, | am
the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too hard for Me?”'® Somehow
He is able to maintain the freedom of sinful humans, yet still bring about
His will. God clearly says, “My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish
all My purpose.” And we can draw comfort from that if our lives are
submitted to Him. “For God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.”"?

Where Is God When We Reject Him?

Many of us -- no, all of us -- choose at times to stiff-arm God and His
ways. Compared to others, certainly compared to a terrorist or gangster,
we might consider ourselves to be respectable, loving people. But in the
raw honesty of our own hearts, if we were to face God, it would be with
the knowledge of our sin. As we begin to address God in prayer, are

we not caught short, paused by the sense that God is well aware of our
thoughts, actions and self-centeredness? We have...by our lives and ac-
tions...distanced ourselves from God. We have often lived like we could
run our lives just fine without Him. The Bible says that “We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.”*®

The consequences? Our sin has separated us from God, and it affects
more than this life. The penalty for our sin is death, or eternal separation
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from God. However, God has provided a way for us to be forgiven and
know Him.

God Offers Us His Love

God came to earth to rescue us. “For God so loved the world, that he
sent his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”4

God knows the pain and suffering we en-
counter in this world. Jesus left the safety
and security of His home, and entered the
hard environment we live in. Jesus got tired,
knew hunger and thirst, battled accusations
from others and was ostracized by family
and friends. But Jesus experienced far more
than daily hardships. Jesus, the Son of God &
in human form, willingly took all of our sin on —

Himself and paid our penalty of death. “In this

is love, that he laid down his life for us.”® He went through torture, dying
a slow, humiliating death of suffocation on a cross, so that we could be
forgiven.

Jesus told others ahead of time that He would be crucified. He said that
three days after His death He would come back to life, proving that He is
God. He didn’t say He would reincarnate someday. (Who would know if
He actually did it?) He said three days after being buried He would show
Himself physically alive to those who saw His crucifixion. On that third
day, Jesus’ tomb was found empty and many people testified to seeing
Him alive.

God Invites Us To Be With Him In Heaven

He now offers us eternal life. We don’t earn this. It is a gift from God
offered to us, which we receive when we ask Him to enter our lives.
“The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.”'® If we repent of our sin
and turn back to God, we can have the gift of eternal life through Jesus
Christ. It's pretty simple. “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life.”” He wants to enter our lives.
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What about heaven? The Bible says that God has “set eternity in the
hearts of men.”"® Maybe that means we know, in our hearts, what a bet-
ter world would look like. The death of people we love convinces us that
there’s something very wrong with this life and this world. Somewhere
deep down in our souls, we know that there must be a much better place
to live, free from heart-wrenching difficulties and pain. To be sure, God
does have a better place He offers us. It will be a completely different
system in which His will is done all the time. In this world, God will wipe
every tear from people’s eyes. There will be no more mourning, crying,
death or pain.”™ And God, by His Spirit, will dwell in people in such a way
that they will never sin again.®

The events of a sudden crisis or terrorist attack are horrific enough.
Refusing an eternal relationship with God, which Jesus offers you, would
be worse. Not just in light of eternal life, but there is no relationship which
compares to knowing God in this life. He is our purpose in life, our source
of comfort, our wisdom in confusing times, our strength and hope. “Taste
and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in
him.”?!

It has been said by some that God is just a crutch. But it is likely that He
is the only reliable one.

Jesus said, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you; not as the
world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.”?? For those who will rely on Jesus during their lives, He
says it is like building your life on a Rock. Whatever crises attack you in
this life, He can keep you strong.

Where is God? He Can Come Into Your Life

You can receive Jesus into your life right

now. “To all who received Him, to those who
believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.” It is through Jesus
Christ that we can come back to God. Jesus
said, “| am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father, but through Me."”?*
Jesus offered, “Behold, | stand at the door and
knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, | will come in to him.”®

Right now you can ask God to enter your life. You can do this through
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prayer. Prayer means talking honestly with God. At this moment you can
call out to God by telling Him something like this in sincerity:

“God, | have turned away from You in my heart, but | want to change
that. | want to know You. | want to receive Jesus Christ and His forgive-
ness into my life. | don’t want to be separated from You anymore. Be the
God of my life from this day onward. Thank you God.”

Have you just now sincerely asked God into your life? If you have, you
have a lot to look forward to. God promises to make your present life one
of greater satisfaction through knowing Him.?® Where is God? He prom-
ises to make His home in you.?” And He gives you eternal life.?®

No matter what happens in the world around you, God can be there for
you. Though people do not follow God’s ways, God is able to take hor-
rible circumstances and bring about His plan anyway. God is ultimately
in control over world events. If you are God’s, then you can rest on the
promise that, “All things work together for good for those who love God
and are called according to His purpose.”®

Jesus Christ said, “My peace | give to you; not as the world gives, do |
give to you. Let not your heart be troubled. In the world you have tribula-
tion, but take courage; | have overcome the world.”® He promises never
to fail us or forsake us.*'

To grow in your relationship with God, please go to StartingwithGod.
com.

[Article by Marilyn Adamson]

Footnotes: (1) Isaiah 46:9 (2) Psalm 46:1 (3) Jeremiah 29:13 (4) 2Corinthians
4:8-9 (5) Nahum 1:7 (6) Psalms 145:18-19 (7) Matthew 10:29-31 (8) Genesis
1:14 (9) Psalms 47:8 (10) Jeremiah 32:27 (11) Isaiah 46:11 (12) James 4:6 (13)
Isaiah 53:6 (14) John 3:16-17 (15) 1John 3:16 (16) Romans 6:23 (17) 1John 5:12
(18) Ecclesiastes 3:11 (19) Revelation 21:4 (20) Revelation 21:27; 1Corinthians
15:28 (21) Psalm 34:8 (22) John 14:27 (23) John 1:12 (24) John 14:6 (25) Rev-
elation 3:20 (26) John 10:10 (27) John 14:23 (28) 1John 5:11-13 (29) Romans
8:28 (30) John 14:27 and 16:33 (31) Hebrews 13:5
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